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Former US President Barack Obama and 
his wife Michelle will visit Mandya in 
December to lay the foundation stone for 
an International Yoga Centre at Hallegere

OBAMAS TO 
VISIT MANDYA
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Told K’taka to give TN 5K cusecs: CWMA to SC
S H R U T I  K A K K A R  @ New Delhi 

AMIDST the controversy re-
garding sharing of  Cauvery 
water between Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka, Cauvery Water 
M a n a g e m e n t  Au t h o r i t y 
(CWMA) has informed the Su-
preme Court that the Authority 
in its 23rd meeting has directed 
Karnataka to release 5,000 
cusecs of  water at Biligundlu 
for the next 15 days from Au-
gust 29.

Putting forth Karnataka’s 
stand regarding release of  wa-
ter, CWMA in its affidavit has 
also said the state government 
has fulfilled CWMA’s direction 
to release 10,000 cusecs of  wa-
ter from KRS and Kabini reser-
voirs to be realised at Biligund-
lu starting from August 12. 

The affidavit has been filed 
in compliance of  top court’s 
August 25 order passed while 
considering TN government’s 
plea of  directing Karnataka to 
release 24,000 cusecs of  water. 
Directing CWMA to submit a 
report on the status of  dis-
charge of  water by Karnataka 
to TN by September 1, a bench 

led by Justices BR Gavai had 
said, “Authorities consist of  ex-
perts. We don’t have that exper-
tise. How can we pass an order? 
All of  you in one chorus are 
saying that it is not being com-
plied while Mr Divan is saying 
that it is being complied 

with.”
TN government, apart from 

release of  water, had alleged 
Karnataka government did not 
comply with its order of  releas-
ing 10,000 cusecs of  water. 

Highlighting the efforts un-
dertaken by TN government to 
get its due of  water from Kar-
nataka, the plea states that Kar-
nataka is bound to release the 
water as per the orders passed 
by the top court. “14.913 lakh 
acres are dependent on Mettur 
reservoir for irrigation, which 
in turn depends on the flows re-
alized at Biligundlu, based on 
the flows released by Karnata-
ka from KRS and Kabini reser-
voirs, which gets major portion 
of  inflows during South West 
Monsoon. During this monsoon 
period, both kuruvai and sam-
ba crops are sown and trans-
planted in the Cauvery Delta. 
Hence, the release of  water 
from Mettur during South West 
Monsoon is crucial. About 4 
million farmers and about 10 
million labourers both directly 
and indirectly depend on Met-
tur water for their livelihood,” 
the affidavit said.

K’taka farmers begin 
indefinite stir at KRS 
Mysuru: With Karantaka 
releasing water to Tamil Nadu 
complying with the directives 
of the Cauvery Water 
Management Authority 
(CWMA), protests have 
erupted in the Cauvery 
heartland in Karnataka. The 
farmers took to the streets 
against the release of 5,000 
cusecs of water to the 
neighbouring district across 
Mandya and also started an 
indefinite stir at the KRS 
reservoir. The farmers also 
staged ‘shirtless’ protests 
raising slogans against CM 
Siddaramaiah, Deputy CM DK 
Shivakumar, and Agriculture 
Minister N Chaluvarayaswamy

Five addl Madras HC judges 
likely to be made permanent
S H R U T I  K A K K A R  @ New Delhi

SUPREME Court collegium on 
Thursday has recommended 
for appointing five additional 
Madras HC judges as perma-
nent judges. The judges recom-
mended for permanent judge-
ship are Justices AA Nakkiran, 
N i d u m o l u  M a l a ,  S 
Sounthar, Sunder Mo-
han, and Kabali Ku-
maresh Babu.

Their recommenda-
tion has been made 
against the backdrop of  
Madras HC unanimously 
recommending their appoint-
ment on June 20 pursuant to 
the same being concurred by 
TN CM and governor. 

“In terms of  the Memoran-
dum of  Procedure, we have con-
sulted a judge of the Supreme 
Court conversant with the func-
tioning of  the Madras HC with a 

view to ascertain the suitability 
of  the above Additional Judges 
for being appointed as perma-
nent judges. The Committee of  
two judges of  the Supreme Court 
constituted by the Chief Justice 
of  India in terms of  the Resolu-
tion dated 26 October 2017 of  the 
Supreme Court Collegium has 

assessed the judgments of  
the above- named Addi-
tional Judges,” the col-
legium in its resolution 
said. 

Additionally the col-
legium has also recom-

mended the appointment 
of  two additional judges Anant 
Ramanath Hegde and Kannan-
kuzhyil Sreedharan Hemale-
kha of  the Karnataka HC as 
permanent judges. However, 
the collegium has also recom-
mended one year extension of  
additional judge Justice Sid-
daiah Rachaiah.

Courts are not playfields of 
rich and powerful: Judge
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE DVAC has, unfortunately, 
become a chameleon. It takes 
the colours of  the party which 
rules the state,” he said, adding 
there has to be an independent 
body which has to function 
away from the government. 

Referring to the 2012 verdict 
in the OPS case, the judge, in 
his order, said the state govern-
ment, of  which OPS was an in-
tegral part, worked at ‘break-
neck speed’ to ensure the case 
was ‘short-circuited’. He noted 
the new final report of  the in-
vestigation officer was not filed 
first before the concerned court 
but to the government, which 
obtained legal opinions from 
the advocate general and the 
public prosecutor, and placed it 
before the Speaker. The Speak-
er revoked the sanction order 
given by his predecessor, stat-
ing he was satisfied with the 
materials.“The so-called satis-
faction expressed by the Speak-
er is a complete sham,” the 
judge said. 

“The conclusions in the order 
of  the Speaker leads this Court 
to ponder as to whether A1 O 
Panneerselvam was under the 
impression that the special 
court at Sivaganga was tempo-
rarily functioning out of  the 
Speaker’s chamber,” he said. 

Criticising the way the pro-
ceedings took shape to deem the 
final report becoming infructu-
ous to save OPS, the judge de-
scribed it as a shame on the 
criminal justice system. 

There is a systemic problem 
with the function of  courts, he 
said, adding, “As the judge in 
charge of  MP/ MLA cases in 
this state, this court has a con-
stitutional duty to ensure the 
streams of  criminal justice are 
kept pure and unsullied.”

Referring to the delay in tak-
ing up suo motu revision, he 
said mere delay is no ground to 
throw away a criminal case. 

The judge observed that citi-
zens must never get the impres-
sion that courts are the ‘play-
fields of  the rich and the 
powerful’. 

Operation Gaja: Killer tusker captured in AP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chittoor

THE wild tusker, which created 
a havoc in Gudipala mandal by 
trampling a couple on Wednes-
day, was finally captured by the 
Andhra forest department offi-
cials with the help of  kumkis 
on Thursday. The pachyderm, 
however, killed another woman 
near Ponnai village in Katpadi 
of  Tamil Nadu on Thursday, be-
fore it was captured.

The 16-year-old elephant en-
tered Tamil Nadu through the 
forest route where it trampled 
Vasantha (50) and her goat, be-
fore being chased away. Subse-
quently, the elephant sought 
refuge at Ramapuram village.

As the jumbo was behaving 
aggressively, AP forest depart-
ment officials launched ‘’Opera-

tion Gaja’’ to drive the wild 
tusker away into the forest with 

the support of  trained ele-
phants.  A team of  experts from 

the state forest department, aid-
ed by two trained elephants, ap-
prehended the rogue tusker.

Over the course of  two days, 
a team of  50 individuals, includ-
ing forest staff, trackers, veteri-
narians, and experts, worked 
tirelessly to capture the ele-
phant. The presence of  Kumkis, 
along with the dedicated staff, 
played a key role in facilitating 
the tusker’s capture, he said. 

Vellore DFO Kalanidhi told 
TNIE, “The elephant is being 
transported to SV Zoological 
Park in Tirupati as per the And-
hra forest officials’ order and it 
will be later transferred to a re-
habilitation centre.” Vellore 
Collector P Kumaravel Pandian 
said, “A solatium of  ̀ 5 lakh has 
been allocated to the family 
members of  Vasantha.”

(With inputs from Vellore)

The wild tusker, which trampled three individuals, 
including Vasantha (inset) from Katpadi, was captured 

on Thursday |  S DINESH

Social justice still an illusion in 
Kerala, says Sivagiri Mutt head
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

ONLY Brahmins are consid-
ered for appointment as priests 
at major Hindu temples like 
Sabarimala and Guruvayoor, 
and this discrimination clearly 
points to the fact that Kerala is 
yet to achieve social justice, 
said Swami Satchidananda, 
head of  Sivagiri Mutt and pres-
ident of  the Sree Narayana 
Dharma Sangham Trust.

 He was delivering the presi-
dential address at the 169th 
birth anniversary celebrations 
of  Sree Narayana Guru at the 
Sivagiri Mutt on Thursday.

“There is a condition in the 
appointment process that lim-

its candidates to the Brahmin 
community. Social justice is 
still a mirage. Beyond the right 
to enter temples, people of  mar-
ginalised communities deserve 
to be part of  their administra-
tion,” he said.

The mutt head said 
Guru Nitya Chaitanya 
Yati’s mention of  the 
state secretariat as a 
“thampurankotta” still 
holds true. “Successive 
state governments ig-
nored the mutt’s demand to 
make ‘Daiva Dasakam’ the of-
ficial prayer song. They have 
failed to ensure social justice. 
The social uplift and renais-
sance initiated by the Guru 
ended with his death. Kerala 

has made no progress since,” 
he said. 

The birth anniversary cele-
brations were inaugurated by 
Tourism Minister P A Moham-
med Riyas. He said the country 

is witnessing several at-
tempts to divide it. “We 

should nurture the Gu-
ru’s vision that all reli-
gions and their faithful 
deserve equal respect. 
We should also embrace 

the idea that humans are 
one, cutting across bounda-

ries of  religion and caste. The 
Guru exhorted us to enrich 
ourselves through education. 
He asked people to view and 
analyse all religions with toler-
ance,” the minister said.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer,
Rushikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur - 760004

e-mail id: se_sicbam@yahoo.com
e-Procurement Notice No. ACE, RBB - 04/2023-24

1. Type of Work :- Tank renovation work.
2. Total No of Works :- 06 (Six) No.
3. Amount put to tender : - Rs 120.01 to 172.20 Lakh
4. Period of completion :- 11 (Eleven) calendar months

Procurement 
officer Bid Identification No. Bid Amount 

(Rs. in lakh)

Availability & 
Submission of 

Bid Online

Additional 
Chief Engineer, 

Rushikulya 
Bahuda Basin, 

Berhampur

ACE,RBB(BEID) - 09/2023-24 172.20
From 

08.09.2023, 
10.00 A.M. to 
25.09.2023, 

5.00 P.M.

ACE,RBB(BEID) - 10/2023-24 157.02
ACE,RBB(BEID) - 11/2023-24 134.70
ACE,RBB(BEID) - 12/2023-24 134.56
ACE,RBB(BEID) - 13/2023-24 120.34
ACE,RBB(BEID) - 14/2023-24 120.01

Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 26.09.2023 at 11.30 A.M.
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/- Additional Engineer
Rurhikulya Bahuda Basin, Berhampur

OIPR- 32411/0006/2324

A-498
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V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY
No. MAR-ESTA0ESMA(MISC)/8/2023-MarineHM/D.388                Date: 01/09/2023
Walk-in-Interview for engagement of Trainee Pilot on a contractual basis

Applications are invited from Indian Nationals for the engagement of ONE 
Trainee Pilot on a contractual basis. Candidates having the requisite  
qualifications and experience may walk in for the interview along with their 
certificates, on any working day at the office of the Deputy Conservator,  
Harbour Estate, Tuticorin - 628004.
For more details, visit VOC Port’s website at www.vocport.gov.in (Careers).
Walk-in-Interview shall remain open till the vacancy is filled and/or in case 
additional vacancies arise.

Sd/-    
Deputy Conservator


