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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

POINTING out that the Union 
Government has been imple-
menting a slew of  infrastruc-
tural development projects in 
Kerala that can change the 
state’s destiny, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon the 
youth in the state to join hands
with  the  BJP to  bring 
transformation. 

Addressing the Yuvam youth 
conclave at Sacred Heart Col-
lege grounds in Kochi, he said 
the fisheries sector, traditional 
knowledge in ayurveda and 
tourism can bring Kerala more 
investment and create jobs. He 
also said the educated youth in 
Kerala have the potential to 
lead the digital India and artifi-
cial intelligence revolution.

The PM, who arrived at INS 
Garuda -- the Naval air station 
in Kochi, on a two-day visit to 

the state on Monday evening 
called upon the youth to defeat 
the two ideologies that have 
been hampering the state’s 
development.

“The youth in Kerala couldn’t 
get the benefits of  development 
due to the politics of  two fronts. 
While one ideology places their 
vested interests over the inter-
ests of  the state, the other is 
working for a family. These two 
fronts have made Kerala a hub 
of  corruption. It is time for the 
youth in Kerala to defeat these 
ideologies,” he said.

Referring to the allegations 
of  corruption against the LDF 
government, he said while the 
BJP government is striving to 
bring development to Kerala, 
some people in the state are 
smuggling gold. 

“They are playing with the 
future of  Kerala and the youth 
have understood this. The BJP 

understands the aspirations of  
the youth in Kerala. In the next 
25 years, we should strive to 
transform India into a devel-
oped country. Meanwhile, some 
people are trying to divide us in 
the name of  religion caste and 

creed. We should defeat the di-
visive forces,” said Modi.

Expressing the hope that 
Kerala will embrace BJP in the 
immediate future, he said Ker-
ala will follow the example of  
the Northeastern states and 

Goa soon. “The states of  the 
North East and Goa have un-
derstood the development agen-
da of  BJP. I am sure that Kerala 
will also support BJP in future. 
This Union will transform Ker-
ala’s future. We have to change 
the destiny of  Kerala. We will 
progress together,” he said.

“The world believes that the 
21st century is the century of  
India. The world is discussing 
Start-up India, Stand-Up India 
and Digital India. India is be-
coming self-reliant through 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. There 
was a time when India was 
among the five most fragile 
economies, but now we are a 
fast-growing economy. It is the 
youth in India who have made 
this possible. I have faith in the 
youth transforming the coun-
try. The youth in Kerala can 
play a key role in this develop-
ment,” he said.

Nod for bills: SC 
reminds Guvs on 
‘ASAP’ condition
SC says ‘as soon as possible’ has constitutional 
implications, functionaries must keep it in mind

S H R U T I  K A K K A R  @ New Delhi 

IN the plea filed by the Telan-
gana government seeking di-
rections to Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan to clear the 10 
Bills passed by the State Legis-
lature, the Supreme Court on 
Monday said that the Governor 
should keep in mind the phrase 
“as soon as possible” while ex-
pressing her inten-
tion to “assent to a 
Bill” or “withhold the 
same” under Article 
200(1) of  the Constitu-
tion before disposing 
of  the plea. 

After being in-
formed that all the 
pending bills had 
been assented to by 
the Governor, a bench, 
comprising Chief  Justice of  In-
dia DY Chandrachud and Jus-
tice PS Narasimha, stated in 
their order, “The communica-
tion dated April 23 from the 
Secretary to the Solicitor Gen-
eral (S-G) contains the status of  
the Bills pending. At this stage, 
we are not going into the merits 
of  the case. 

However, it is important to 
note that Article 200(1) of  the 
Constitution and the word ‘as 
soon as possible’ have signifi-
cant constitutional implica-

tions, and must be borne in 
mind by all constitutional 
functionaries.”

During the hearing, S-G 
Tushar Mehta informed the 
bench that there were no Bills 
pending as all had been assent-
ed to by the Governor. 

The bench indicated its in-
tention to dispose of  the plea, 
but senior advocate Dushyant 

Dave, representing 
the Telangana gov-
ernment, urged the 
court to issue direc-
tions to resolve the is-
sue once and for all. 
“Elected government 
is at the mercy of  the 
governor. Your lord-
ships may decide this 
once and for all. In 
Madhya Pradesh, 

Bills are being assented to with-
in one week, (and) in Gujarat, 
within one month. Telangana 
is an opposition state and so 
this is happening,” he said. 

Dave had earlier highlighted 
the fact that the bills had been 
pending since September 2022, 
and argued that this sends a 
“very wrong message”. He had 
pointed out that in Madhya 
Pradesh, bills are assented to 
within 7-10 days and questioned 
why the same could not be done 
in Telangana.

Youth must join hands with BJP to transform KL: PM

PM Modi walking through Pandit Karuppan Road, Thevara as part of his road show 
organised on the sidelines of the Yuvam conclave in Kochi on Monday |  A SANESH

14 TV channels 
may broadcast 
Chithirai fest

Staff: Tangedco 
must fill field 
vacancies first

MADURAI: With the HR&CE 
department passing a new G.O. 
regarding the live broadcasting 
rights of  the Chithirai festival, 
the decks have cleared for the 
spectacle to be telecast live on 
14 media platforms.

Official sources said previ-
ously the broadcast rights were 
allocated through a tender 
process. The bidder which 
quotes the highest tender 
amount would receive the sole 
authorisation to broadcast the 
event live. With a view to allow-
ing more platforms to air the 
content, the government has 
now passed the special G.O.

Firms that wish to broadcast 
the festival live had to submit a 
requisition order with the tem-
ple, and pay `40,000 for each 
hour of  the live broadcast.  
An additional `40,000 as insur-
ance per hour was also handed 
over. ENS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

EMPLOYEES alleged that TAN-
GEDCO has only managed to 
fill 200 technical assistant (elec-
trical) posts although there is a 
large number of  vacancy for 
field staff.

They have urged that TAN-
GEDCO should fill at least 1,000 
posts in various categories in 
the department.

A field staff, K Ganeshan 
(name changed) in Coimbatore 
told TNIE, “TANGEDCO will 
be filling up 200 technical as-
sistant posts through the Tamil 
Nadu Public Service Commis-
sion (TNPSC). However, no 
steps were taken to fill posts of  
field staff. As there are no ade-
quate staff  in the section office, 
we are facing work burden in 
the field work and are affected 
both physically and mentally.”

S H R U T I  K A K K A R  @ New Delhi 

THE Supreme Court on Mon-
day set aside Telangana High 
Court order that had granted 
Kadapa MP Avinash Reddy 
interim protection from ar-
rest and directed the Central 
Bureau of  Investigation (CBI) 
to conduct the investigation 
as per law in former minister 
YS Vivekananda Reddy mur-
der case. 

The high court had direct-
ed the CBI to present its ques-
tionnaire in printed form and 
tape its interrogation of  Avi-
nash Reddy. Terming the high 
court order “premature”, a 
bench of  Chief  Justice D Y 
Chandarchud and Justice P S 
Narasimha quashed the di-
rection the HC had issued to 
the CBI. 

The top court, however, 
said the high court can pro-

ceed with the hearing of  the 
anticipatory bail plea of  Avi-
nash Reddy on merits.

The apex court observed 
that the high court had passed 
an extraordinary order by 
misapplying itself. The bench 
in its order said, “Such or-
ders of  the high court allow 
to prejudice the course 
of  investigation, par-
ticularly at the stage, 
when CBI has to find 
the role of  the ac-
cused. We are of  the 
view that the direc-
tions issued by the court 
were unwarranted.” 

  As the hearing drew to a 
close, CJI DY Chandrachud 
remarked that he was per-
turbed by the high court or-
der. “This will stultify inves-
tigation. The high court 
cannot order an investigation 
of  a suspect to be in written 

form. If  this is the standard 
for investigation, then it is 
better to wind up the CBI. 
Other accused will cite this 
as a precedent. First anticipa-
tory bail and then question-
naire to CBI. This is like re-
w r i t i n g  c r i m i n a l  l aw 
jurisprudence. At the end of  

it, CBI may or may not 
arrest you. If  CBI had 
to arrest you, they 
would have done so 
earlier.  CBI has 
s h o w n  u t m o s t 

restraint.”
The court refused to 

grant Avinash Reddy further 
protection from arrest, how-
ever, it directed CBI to com-
plete its probe into the case 
by June 30. Earlier, the top 
court had slammed the CBI 
for its “lackadaisical” ap-
proach had asked it to wind 
up the case by April 30. 

SC quashes HC order shielding MP 
from arrest in Viveka murder case

EXPRESS READ
Summer camp for children from May 2   
Chennai: Vidya Sudha, Sri Ramachandra Learning Centre for Children 
with Special Needs, will organise a summer camp from May 2 to 19 at 
its campus in Porur. According to a press release, apart from children 
with special needs, other children can also join the camp to provide an 
integrated learning and games experience. For registration and details, 
contact 3600156665 and 9840832457. ENS

A tribal person, Rangan (65), died on Monday in a 
suspected wild elephant attack in Pudur, Palakkad. 
He had gone to the forest two days ago and did not 
return. A forest department team discovered his body
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No. EM/PD-11/2022/605 Date:20/04/2023

CORRIGENDUM - II
2nd CORRIGENDUM to e-Tender Call Notice (TCN) No.EM/
PD-06/2023 issued vide No. EM/PD-11/2022/258, 
dt.14/02/2023 for the work “Implementation and Operation 
& Maintenance (O&M) of Port Access Control System”.
The date and time of submission of tender are hereby ex-
tended as per the following schedule: (i) Document down-
load end date : 21/05/2023; 18:00 Hrs. (ii) Bid submission 
end date : 21/05/2023, 18:00 Hrs. (iii) Last date of submis-
sion of cost of Tender document / Tender fee through NEFT/
RTGS (as per Clause No.17 of ITB): 21/05/2023; 18:00 Hrs. 
(iv) Bid opening date: 22.05/2023; 16:00 Hrs.
The clarification to the pre-bid queries received from the 
prospective bidders will be uploaded shortly. Detailed Ten-
der Document is available at the Website: https://eprocure.
gov.in/eprocure/app for online bidding.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Planning & Design Cell, 
Electrical & Mechanical Department

PPA/PR/07/2022-23                  Dt. 24/04/2023

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN
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