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Beijing 15 7 TDS
Colombo 32 26 LC
Dhaka 36 27 TDS
Dubai 31 22 SNY
Houston 27 15 SNY
Istanbul 16 9 LC
London 12 6 LC

Los Angeles 30 15 LC
Melbourne 20 13 HR
Moscow 16 6 HR
New York 19 13 LC
Singapore 32 27 TDS
Toronto 16 8 LC
Washington 31 17 LC

20
people have been killed by extremists in eastern Congo’s 
North Kivu province, a civil society group said on Thursday

Imran Khan’s Instagram head abducted
LAHORE: Authorities in Pakistan allegedly abducted the 
Instagram head of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) here on 
Thursday as part of the federal government’s ongoing 
crackdown against social media activists from ousted prime 
minister Imran Khan’s party. The Federal Investigation Agency 
in collaboration with the intelligence agencies and police have 
launched a operation against social media activists, especially 
of Khan’s PTI party following an alleged online smear 
campaign against Army chief Gen Asim Munir. Attaur Rehman, 
PTI’s Instagram head was picked up from Lahore on Thursday.  

LONDON

UK Home Secretary Suella Braver-
man remains defiant amid accusa-
tions of  being racist after she said 
that an overwhelming majority of  
sexual grooming gang members  
in parts of  England were British Pa-
k i s t a n i  m e n ,  r e i t e r a t i n g  
that the ‘truth’ cannot be classed as 
racist.

In an article for The Spectator 
magazine, the Indian-origin Cabinet 
minister stressed that it was neces-
sary to acknowledge the role that 
ethnicity played in covering up the 
grooming gangs scandal. Targeting 
the Opposition Labour Party, Braver-
man said ‘unfashionable facts’ such 
as the ethnicity of  those behind 
such scandals in parts of  England 
were being countered by ‘fashiona-
ble fictions.’ 

“If  we are to address the injustice 
of  the grooming gangs scandal, we 
must be willing to acknowledge the 
role that ethnicity played in cover-
ing it up,” Braverman writes in the 
article entitled ‘The truth can’t  
be racist.’

 Her intervention comes in the 
wake of  strong objections from 
within the British Pakistani com-
munity, including claims that it has 
led many to distance themselves 
from the governing Conservatives.

Truth can’t be called 
racist, says Suella on 
UK-Pak men

WASHINGTON

A US court has dismissed a sta-
tus conference motion moved 
by imprisoned businessman 
Tahawwur Rana sought for his 
involvement in 2008 Mumbai 
terror attack, stating that it an-
ticipates a ruling on the Paki-
stani-origin Canadian’s extra-
dition to India within 30 days.

Judge Jacqueline Chooljian 
of  the US District Court in the 
Central District of  Los Ange-
les, California held the last 
hearing on this issue in June 
2021 and the last set of  papers 
was filed in July 2021. The court 
is yet to give a verdict on the US 
government’s request to extra-
dite Rana to India.

In a motion moved through 
his lawyer last month, Rana, 62, 
asked for a status conference—a 
court-ordered meeting between 
the prosecution and defence to 
discuss the case details and a 
plea bargain.

Rana’s counsel suggested 
that the status conference be 
held on April 25. However, the 
court in an order on April 17, 
dismissed the motion.

“To the extent the Motion re-
quests that the Court update 
the parties as to the status of  
this matter, it is granted. The 
parties are advised that the 
Court anticipates issuing a rul-
ing in this matter within thirty 
(30) days. To the extent the Mo-
tion requests that the Court 

hold a status conference, it is 
denied because it is the Court’s 
current view that such a pro-
ceeding is unnecessary and 
will not assist the Court in its 
resolution of  this matter,” the 
court order said.

During court hearings, fed-

eral prosecutors argued that 
Rana was aware that his child-
hood friend David Coleman 
Headley was involved with 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), and that 
by assisting Headley and af-
fording him cover for his activi-
ties, he was supporting the ter-
rorist organisation and its 
associates.

Rana knew of  Headley’s 
meetings, what was discussed, 
and the planning of  the attacks, 
including some of  the targets.

Rana’s attorney on the other 
hand opposed the extradition.

“Under Indian law, other 
members of  the conspiracy 
also would be liable for murder, 
even if  they were not physical-
ly present,” the court said. PTI

Call on Tahawwur Rana’s handover in a month

Tahawwur Rana 

Sudan deaths mount as army chief 
rules out negotiations to end fighting
KHARTOUM

SUDAN’S army ruled out negotia-
tions with a rival paramilitary force 
on Thursday, saying it would only 
accept its surrender as the two sides 
continued to battle in central Khar-
toum and other parts of  the country, 
threatening to wreck the latest at-
tempt at a ceasefire.

The military’s statement raised 
the likelihood of  a renewed surge in 
the nearly week-long violence that 
has pushed Sudan’s population to 
the breaking point. Alarm has 
grown that the country’s medical 
system was on the verge of  collapse, 
with many hospitals forced to shut 
down and others running out of  
supplies.

At least 330 people have been 
killed and 3,300 wounded in the 
fighting since it began Saturday, the 

UN’s World Health Organization 
said, but the toll is likely higher be-
cause many bodies lie uncollected.

The 24-hour cease-fire, declared 
on Wednesday evening, had brought 
only marginal calm to parts of  Khar-
toum, but many residents took ad-
vantage to flee the homes where 
they have been trapped for 
days. “Massive numbers” of  
people, mostly women and 
children, were leaving in 
search of  safer areas, said 
Atiya Abdulla Atiya, secre-
t a r y  o f  t h e  D o c t o r s ’ 
Syndicate.

Hours before the truce was set to 
end, the military said in a statement 
that it would not negotiate with its 
rival, the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), over an end to the crisis and 
would only discuss terms of  its sur-
render. “There would be no armed 

forces outside (of) the military sys-
tem,” it said.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian and Su-
danese militaries said that Egypt 
succeeded in repatriating dozens of  
its military personnel who had been 
detained by the RSF when it attacked 

Merowe airport, early in the 
fighting. Egypt said its per-

sonnel were there for joint 
exercises.

Sudan’s fighting has also 
caused up to 20,000 Suda-
nese to seek refuge in east-

ern Chad, the UN said on 
Thursday. 

At least 320 Sudanese soldiers fled 
to Chad, where they were disarmed, 
said Daoud Yaya Brahim, Chad’s de-
fence minister. 

The troops were apparently flee-
ing from Darfur, where the RSF is 
the most powerful armed force. AP

UKRAINE’S PLACE IS IN 
ALLIANCE, SAYS NATO CHIEF

KYIV

NATO chief  Jens Stoltenberg defi-
antly said on Thursday that 
Ukraine’s “rightful place” is in the 
military alliance and pledged more 
support for the country on his first 
visit to Kyiv since Russia’s invasion 
just over a year ago.

“Let me be clear, Ukraine’s right-
ful place is in the Euro-Atlantic fam-
ily,” Stoltenberg said. “Ukraine’s 
rightful place is in NATO.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy urged Stoltenberg to push 
for even more from them, including 
warplanes, artillery and armored 
equipment. The Kremlin has given 
various justifications for going to 
war, but repeated on Thursday that 
preventing Ukraine from joining 
NATO is still a key goal of  its inva-
sion, arguing that Kyiv’s member-
ship in the alliance would pose an 
existential threat to Russia.

Zelenskyy said he was grateful for 
an invitation to a NATO summit in 
July in Vilnius, Lithuania, but said 
his country needs a roadmap for be-
coming a member.

“The time has come for the (alli-
ance’s) leaders to define the pros-
pects of  Ukraine’s acquisition of  
NATO membership, to define the al-
gorithm of  Ukraine’s movement to-
wards this goal, and to define secu-
rity guarantees for our state for the 
period of  such movement—that is, 

for the period before NATO member-
ship,” he said.

NATO has no official presence in 
Ukraine and provides only nonle-
thal support to the war-torn country. 
Zelenskyy also noted an announce-
ment on Thursday by Denmark and 
the Netherlands that they plan to 
provide Ukraine with at least anoth-
er 14 refurbished Leopard 2 battle 
tanks by early 2024. AP

Stoltenberg & Zelenskyy in Kyiv |  AP

“We cannot identify what it was 
exactly, but our assumption is that it 
was a meteorite,” Igor Korniyenko, the 
deputy head of a control centre at 
Ukraine’s national space agency said 
on Thursday

But he said there was not sufficient 
data to determine “the exact nature” 
of what might have caused the flash

“Our...devices showed it was a powerful 
explosion. We recorded it & determined 
where it took place,” he said

POWERFUL EXPLOSION

85 die in crush as 
Yemenis gather 
to collect handout 
Huge crowd thronged a school premises to 
collect Ramzan gifts; 322 others injured

SANAA

AT least 85 people were killed 
and hundreds injured in a crush 
at a Ramzan cash handout in 
Yemen early on Thursday, as 
the impoverished country suf-
fered one of  its worst tragedies 
just as optimism was growing 
over its bitter civil war.

Three people were detained 
over the stampede in Sanaa, the 
rebel-held capital, after big 
crowds gathered at a school to 
receive gifts of  5,000 rial (about 
$8)—enough for a large family 
meal—for the end of  Ramzan, 
the Muslim holy month.

Harrowing footage screened 
by the Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels’ Al Masirah TV showed 
a tightly packed crowd scream-
ing and shoving, unable to 
move, while others attempted 
to haul stricken people out of  
the crush. Other shots showed 
dead bodies on the ground as 
the panic continued. After-
wards, piles of  abandoned san-
dals, clothing and a crutch lit-
tered the scene, while an 
investigator in white protective 
gear collected evidence.

“It was a huge crowd. They 
fell on me, and I got hurt,” an 
injured child told Al Masirah 
from his hospital bed.

A Huthi security official 
speaking on condition of  ano-
nymity told AFP that at least 85 
people were killed and “more 
than 322” injured, 50 of  them se-
riously. “Women and children 
were among the dead,” the offi-
cial said. A health official con-

firmed the toll. The tragedy 
comes just ahead of  Eid al-Fitr, a 
major Muslim festival, and punc-
tures a buoyant mood over the 
war in the Arabian Peninsula’s 
poorest country, following peace 
talks and an exchange of  nearly 
1,000 prisoners last week.

The head of  the Huthis’ Su-
preme Revolutionary Commit-
tee, Mohamed Ali al-Huthi, 
blamed “overcrowding,” saying 
people were packed in a narrow 
street leading to the school’s 
back entrance. Once the gates 
opened, the crowd streamed 
into a tight staircase leading to 
the courtyard where the distri-
bution was taking place.

Hours after the chaos, tat-
tered clothing and footwear 
were still strewn around the 
scene, and a stone stairway was 
spattered with blood.

“There were many people 
who came to receive charity 
money, and I was among them,” 
Ola Saeed, 28, told AFP. 

“People jostled on top of  each 
other, and my head was pressed 
against the wall because of  all 
the pushing.” AFP

KATHMANDU 

INDIAN climber Anurag Ma-
loo, who went missing on Mon-
day after falling into a deep cre-
vasse on Nepal’s  Mount 
Annapurna, has been found 
alive in critical condition by 
rescuers, his brother and or-
ganisers said on Thursday.

Anurag, 34, a resident of  Kis-
hangarh in Rajasthan, went 
missing on Monday after he fell 
from around 6,000 metres while 
descending from Camp III. 
Mount Annapurna is the 10th 

highest mountain. 
A team of  rescuers located 

the Indian climber in a deep 
crevasse between Camp III and 
Camp II of  the world’s tenth 
highest peak, said Thaneshwor 
Guragain, information officer 
at Seven Summit Treks—the 
organiser of  the expedition.

He has been airlifted to Kath-
mandu and admitted to Medic-
ity Hospital at Bhaisepati area 
of  Lalitpur district, Guragain 
said. Anurag is still uncon-
scious and his condition is very 
critical, Guragain told PTI over 
phone. “He is found alive. He 
has been taken to the hospital 
in critical condition, but he is 
still alive,” Sudhir Maloo, his 
brother, said. The rescue team 
that went looking for him in the 
crevasse he had fallen into has 
found and rescued him, accord-
ing to Sudhir.  A helicopter and 
a team of  six Sherpa climbers 
led by Chhang Dawa Sherpa 
had been mobilised for the 
search and Anurag was found 
in a deep crevasse at some 5,800 
metres altitude on Thursday 
morning. He was first taken to 
Manipal Hospital in Pokhara 
and then flown to Kathmandu 
for further treatment. PTI

Missing Indian 
climber found 
alive in Nepal’s 
Mt Annapurna

Threat of war with India a  
hurdle to holding poll: Pak
ISLAMABAD

THE political instability in Paki-
stan, a spike in terrorism and the 
threat of  an “all-out war” with In-
dia were among the security-relat-
ed hurdles cited by the defence 
ministry which prevented the 
government from holding the pro-
vincial election in Punjab now.

The report, submitted to the Su-
preme Court by the defence minis-
try, noted that elections in the po-
litically crucial Punjab province 
would fuel fault lines in Pakistan 
and might encourage India to take 
advantage of  ethnic issues, water 
disputes, and other issues, the 
Dawn newspaper reported.

The ministry submitted its re-
port along with an application to 
request the apex court withdraw 
its election-date order, fearing a 
spike in terrorism threats if  elec-
tions in Punjab and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa assemblies were held 
before polls in other provincial as-

semblies. A three-member bench 
of  the Supreme Court on April 8 
fixed May 14 as the new date for 
elections to the Punjab Assembly 
and quashed the Election Com-
mission’s decision to extend the 
date of  the poll from April 10 to 
October 8. The newspaper said the 
report stated Pakistan faced cross-
border terrorism, instability in 
the country, threats from the 
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban, the Is-
lamic State fighters returning to 
Pakistan from several countries, 
the “ill-designs of  Indian spy 
agency” and “even an all-out war” 
with neighbouring country.  PTI

Imran ally becomes ‘prime 
minister’ of PoK
Islamabad: Chaudhry Anwarul Haq, 
a lawmaker from former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s party was 
elected as the “prime minister” of 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on 
Thursday. 

A screengrab shows medics tending to a 
wounded man at a hospital in Sanaa on 
Thursday following a stampede outside 
a charity centre overnight |  AFP
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Mobile No. 96461-10914
Short Term E-Tender Enq.No. 448/P-1/EMP-W-12026   dated : 18.04.2023
Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP, Roopnagar  
invites E-Tender ID No. 2023_POWER_100858_1 for Remedial measure to prevent 
leakage from roofs of block No. 2 to 5 and attached bathrooms with account  
section, purchase wing and providing and laying of floor tiles for office of DyCE HQ at 
GGSSTP Roopnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 19.04.2023 / 05.00 PM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

244/RTP-44/23-4/20/2023
76155/12/1583/2023/23202


