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Vizag MP’s son, 
wife held captive 
for 48 hrs, rescued
Police says history-sheeter abducted them 
and MP’s friend for ransom, two arrested

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

THE Visakhapatnam police ar-
rested two persons who have 
allegedly kept the wife and son 
of  ruling YSRC party MP rep-
resenting Visakhapatnam, 
MVV Satyanarayana, as cap-
tive for 48 hours. The auditor 
friend of  the MP was also held 
captive for a day before. All the 
three were safely released by 
the police. Four other accused 
are absconding.

Satyanarayana’s wife Jyothi, 
son Sarat Chandra and his au-
ditor friend and former chair-
man of  Visakhapatnam Smart 
City Corporation Gannamane-
ni Venkateswara Rao alias GV 
were held captive for ransom, 
the police said. They were held 
captive by the abductors in 
Sarat Chandra’s house at 

Rushikonda. The police said, 
history-sheeter Ch Hemant Ku-
mar was the alleged key 
conspirator. 

The police commissioner 
said he received a call from the 
MP at 8 am informing him that 
he had some doubts about the 
safety of  GV as he was not an-
swering his phone calls. The 
police traced his mobile in 
Rushikonda and reached there. 
The accused tried to flee but the 
police chased and nabbed two 
of  them. It was only after reach-
ing Rushikonda that they came 
to know that the MP’s wife and 
son were kept captive by the 
gang.

The accused first held Sarat 
Chandra captive on Tuesday 
and forced him to call his moth-
er and invite her. Later, she was 
also held captive. The police 
filed a case and a probe is on. 

MP’s wife Jyothi, son Sarat Chandra, and friend Gannamaneni Venkateswara Rao

The Railway Protection Force of Secunderabad 
Division rescued 18 child trafficking victims and 
held 12 traffickers from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and 
Jharkhand on Wednesday in Secunderabad Express
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Mothakkal to get 7 CCTV cams to halt caste bias
R A J A L A K S H M I  S A M P A T H 
@ Tiruvannamalai

AFTER a two-part series by 
TNIE highlighted discrimina-
tion against the members of  
the Scheduled Caste commu-
nity in Mothakkal, things 
changed for the better in the 
village for a while but the al-
leged caste discrimination 
reared its ugly head again. As 
a result, on Thursday, 
Tiruvannamalai Col-
lector B Murugesh 
set up a committee 
and ordered the in-
stallation of  seven 
CCTV cameras in an attempt to 
root out discrimination.

Based on TNIE reports, offi-
cials of  Thandrampet police 
department had organised a 
peace talk between members of  
the SC and Vanniyar communi-
ties. They also told the shop 
owners to treat all customers 
equally, including serving tea 
in the same type of  tumblers 

and told barbers to provide 
services to the SCs. For a short 
time, the SCs were treated as 
equals at tea shops and some 
barbers volunteered to give 
haricuts to SC customers.

This, however, did not go 
down well with the Vanniyars, 
as over 500 members of  the 
community gathered near 
Mothakkal bus stand on Tues-
day evening and demanded 

that shop owners re-
frain from extending 
services to the SCs. 
“We had tea in a tum-
bler. Most of  the caste 
Hindus couldn’t ac-

cept it,” said a SC resident.
On Wednesday, it was back to 

square one as the shop owners 
boycotted the SCs and downed 
shutters. Those willing to run 
businesses were allegedly not 
allowed to operate by the Van-
niyars. “Not a single shop own-
er was willing to sell anything 
to us,” said a SC resident of  the 
village. The other villagers 

meanwhile convened a meeting 
over prohibiting members of  
the SC community from work-
ing on land owned by caste Hin-
dus. “Most of  our women are 
employed on caste Hindu 
lands,” said a resident.

On Thursday, Collector Mu-
rugesh’s PA (general), SP and 

the revenue development of-
ficer visited Mothakkal to fa-
cilitate peace talks between the 
two communities. The caste 
Hindus, however, did not agree 
to the complaints raised against 
them. Consequently, Collector 
Murugesh formed a committee 
to look into the matter. A police 

official said, “The situation in 
Mothakkal is gradually return-
ing to normal with the deploy-
ment of  five police officials.”

Although some Schedule 
Caste members managed to 
purchase goods from certain 
shops, they are afraid that oth-
ers will refuse them.

“In 2008, we conducted a sur-
vey which revealed caste dis-
crimination persisting in 22 
villages. At that time, we sub-
mitted a petition to the collec-
tor, but to no avail. In Moth-
akkal, small-scale businessmen 
are affected,” said CPI (Marx-
ist) co-ordinator Selvam.

An official confirmed that 
the collector instructed them to 
inspect the situation. More 
peace talks will be scheduled 
soon, and until then, police will 
be deployed to monitor the situ-
ation. Collector Murugesh has 
also asked the committee, com-
prising RDO Marthangi, Tah-
sildar Raghu and DSP Muru-
gan, to file a report soon.

Caste Hindus and members of the Scheduled Caste community waiting for peace 
talks organised by Thandrampet police department |  EXPRESS
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“THE questions whether the grounds 
raised on behalf  of  the detainee about 
non-compliance of  procedures are fac-
tually correct? And even if  they are 
correct, whether it would amount to ab-
solute illegality must be answered,” the 
judges said. Asking ED to respond to 
the habeas corpus plea, the bench ad-
journed it to June 22. The ASG said the 
vitals of  the detenu were good when 
routine check up was carried out be-
fore the arrest but he complained of  
pain later.

An independent team of  medical ex-
perts, particularly from AIIMS-Delhi, 
must be allowed to examine him before 
deciding whether to shift him to a pri-
vate hospital, the ASG said. He also de-

nied the charges of  procedural viola-
tions while arresting Senthil Balaji. 
Senior counsel NR Elango, appearing 
for Meghala, said the procedures for ar-
rest were not followed and the arrest 
intimation was not furnished to family 
members. He also sought shifting of  
Balaji for treatment to a private hospi-
tal as doctors of  Omandurar hospital 
and ESI hospital have given report for 
emergency surgery for heart blocks.

Meanwhile, principal sessions judge 
S Alli, before whom counsels for both 
sides argued on the custody petition 
filed by the ED and bail petition filed on 
behalf  of  Balaji, would pronounce her 
verdict on Friday. As per the orders of  
the judge on Wednesday, Senthil Balaji 
was remanded to judicial custody and 
assigned number 001440 as inmate of  

Puzhal prison. 
The jail officials took over the re-

sponsibility of  the minister’s security 
at the hospital from CRPF personnel 
after the court’s order around 10pm on 
Wednesday. Curbs were also placed on 
visitors and HR&CE minister P K Sekar 
Babu who tried to meet him was denied 
permission.

Balaji was arrested by the ED on 
Wednesday under Prevention of  Mon-
ey Laundering Act (PMLA). The case 
pertains to allegations that Balaji had 
received huge sums as bribe from vari-
ous persons for appointing them as 
drivers and conductors during his stint 
as transport minister in AIADMK gov-
ernment led by J Jayalalithaa between 
2011 and 2015.

(with inputs from C Shivakumar)

Min remanded, inmate no. 001440 in PuzhalMan dies in elephant attack
Coimbatore: A Kerala native was killed in 
an elephant attack at Ayinipera in Gudalur 
on Wednesday. Sources said, Baskaran 
(50) of Wayanad, was going to his sister’s 
home near Ayyankolly at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday when the tusker, which was 
eating jackfruit at Ayinipera, allegedly 
pushed him down and attacked his left 
hand and leg. The locals took him to 
Pandalur Government Hospital, where he 
died. Locals alleged that the animal 
managed to enter Tamil Nadu from Kerala 
despite an Elephant Proof Trench in place.
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According to sources, the governor 
had sought ‘correct’ reason for re-
allocation of portfolios after the 
government’s file said Balaji has 
been hospitalised for health issues, 
and since he was being treated at 
hospital, his portfolios needed to 
be reallocated.

Ponmudy also said the CM had 
recommended that the portfolios 
of  Senthil Balaji be reallocated to 
ministers Thangam Thennarasu 
(electricity portfolio) and S Muth-
usamy (excise and prohibition) 
and that Balaji would continue as 

a minister without portfolio until 
he recovers. “The CM had said the 
governor returning the file raising 
unnecessary issues is tantamount 
to interference in government ad-
ministration and is also against 
the Constitution. In his reply, the 
CM had requested the governor to 
give his approval for the recom-
mendation for reallocation of  port-
folios,” Ponmudy said. The minis-
ter also said the government has 
sent a reply on the very next day to 
the governor’s letter dated May 31 
in which he had advised the CM to 
drop Senthil Balaji from the coun-
cil of  ministers.  In the letter, the 

CM had pointed out that the gover-
nor’s letter was violative of  the 
Constitution and he has no powers 
to make recommendations for 
dropping or appointing ministers. 

The CM’s reply on June 1 had 
also made it clear that there is no 
need for ministers to step down 
just because they face cases. Pon-
mudy also pointed out that cases 
were pending against union home 
minister Amit Shah and there are 
cases pending against 33 union 
ministers now. The governor 
should first write to the BJP to 
drop these ministers, the minister 
said.

‘Returning file tantamount to interference’

THREE YEAR DIPLOMA IN 
DRAMATICS 2023-2026

National School of Drama, invites applications for 
admission to Three Year Diploma in Dramatics for the 
academic year 2023-2026.
For complete information about admission process, 
application form and prospectus please visit the NSD 
website.

http://www.nsd.gov.in  
OR  

http://www.onlineadmission.nsd.gov.in

Director
National School of Drama

New Delhi
CBC 09130/12/0008/2324

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRAMA
(An autonomous Institute under 

Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)
Bahawalpur House, Bhagwandas Road, New Delhi - 110001

ADMISSION NOTICE - 2023

My client, Mr. Chinnavenkatachalam, residing No. 3/1, Ellari Street, 
Gopalapuram, Chennai – 600 086, has lost the original of the Sale Deed dated 
08.02.1956, Document No.73 of 1956, on the file of S.R.O., Thamaraipatti, for 
property being vacant lands comprised in Survey Nos. 61/3, 63/6, 40/6, 44/2 
and 65/3, Kottangulam, Isalani Villages, Madurai Taluk & District, and the 
same remains untraceable in spite of diligent search. The said document has 
not been deposited as security for any borrowing.
Anyone, having any claim on the subject property based on the custody of the 
abovementioned document, may contact the undersigned in writing within 10 
days from the date of this publication.  

P.B. RAMANUJAM & R. PRAVESH - Advocates,
No. 22/31, Bhagirathi Ammal Street, T. Nagar, Chennai-600017.

E-mail: office.praveshr@pbrassociates.com
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